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ABSTRACT

AHMAD, L., & KHAN, N. A. 1979, Two new penera of the
subfamily Pentatominie (Hctcmmera:Pcn}ammidae) trom the
Australian region. Rec. S. Aust, Mus. 18(3): 83-90,

Two new genera, Grossiana and Knightiella, arc
described to aceommodate Strachia  persignata
Walker and Stenozygum flavifrons Distant known
from Queensland and New Caledonia respectively.
The above specics are redescribed, the characters of
their metathoracic scent gland ostioles and male and
female genitalia are described for the first time and
their position in the subfamily Pentatominae is
briefly discussed.

INTRODUCTION

Strachia persignata Walker, 1867 and Stenozyguin
flavifrons Distant, 1914 were described from
Quecensland and New Caledonia respectively in the
Australian region, During a revision of Srenozygum
Fieber, 1861 from the Oriental and Australian
regions by the present authors the above species
were compared with the type-species of the genus
and with all the Oriental and Australian species
described under the genera Strachia Hahn, 1833 and
Stenozvgum and were found to be very different,
especially in the characters of metathoracic scent
gland ostioles and male and female genitalia, These
two species are rcdescribed here with special
reference to the above-mentioned characters and
placed each in a ncw genus, Grossiana and
Knightiella respectively. Their position in the family
is briefly discussed. For the dissection of male and
female genitalia, for measurements and diagrams
the conventional procedures, especially those of the
present authors (in press) have generally been
followed.

Genus GROSSIANA New Genus

Bady brilliantly patterned.

Head: Eyes stalked; basal antennal scgments
uniformly thick and slightly inwardly curved,
distinetly passing beyond apex of head, labinm
reaching posterior coxae.

Thorax; Metarhoracic scent gland ostioles without
peritreme and with ill-defined evaporatoria.

' Financially supported by an ARC-USDA Research Project
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Male genitalia: Pygophore with latero-posterior
lobes distinet but not detached or maurked from the
rest of the pygophore; parameres simple, sickle-
shaped: inflated acdecagus with vesica distinctly
shorter than penial lobes and apically semi-
sclerotized, dorsal membranous conjunctival appen-
dage, and ventral conjunctival appendage fully
membranous.

Female geniralia: Female terminalia with wriangu-
lin visible in between 1st gonocoxae, with ends
pointed and reaching to inner anterior margin of 1st
gonocoxac. spermatheca  without processes on
spermathecal bulb,

Comparative note: Grossiana is somewhat closely
related to Strachia in having thc basal antennal
scgment long and surpassing apex of head and
second antennal segment subcqual to third, but it
can easily be separated from all the species of that
genus in having a simple unilobed pronotum as
opposed to distinctly Jaterally bilobed in the specics
of Strachia and in other characters noted under
“Systematic positions”.

The genus is named in honour of Dr. G. F, Gross.
of South Australian Muscum, Adelaide, Australia to
acknowledge his work on Heteroptera.

Type-species: Strachia persignata Walker, 1867,

Grossiana persignata (Walk.)
(Figs. 1-10)
Strachia persignata Waulker, 1867, p. 347.
Stenozygum persignatum Distant, 1881, p. 213

Coloration: Body shining black with prominent
yellow markings (fig. 1), uniformly punctured excepl
head and anterior portion of pronotum; ventrally
vellow with a small black patch in the middle on
cither side along the margins of bucculae, a small
black spot at the base of antenniferous tubercles on
either inner side, broad black longitudinal lines on
outer portion of pro-, mesa-, and metapleuron; on
cither side, black punctures on the rest of pro-.
meso-. and metapleuron, dark brown 2nd, 3rd and
dth segments of labum, a black transverse patch
posterior 1o spiracles on 2nd-7th abdominal
segments and a black transverse patch on outer
portion along the lines between 2nd-7th abdominal
segments on either side.
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